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An Early American Classic

Sideboard C est

ajor case construction typically isn’t much different

M than working with smaller pieces, with a few notable
exceptions. First, buying stock usually requires a
three-figure check; second, unless your name is Jorgensen you
can expect to run short of clamps; and, finally, at some point in
the construction you’ll probably wonder why you decided to
undertake this project rather than buy that $129 printed
paper-over-particleboard substitute from the department store.
But then, once all the little problems have been muddled
through, and you stand proudly before a piece made wholly
through your own sweat and determination, can there be any
doubt as to whether it was all worth the effort? Of course not!
While we may not all aspire to a career in woodworking, it’s
refreshing to know that there are people out there making a
comfortable living doing what they love. This sideboard chest

is from the workshop of Gene Cosloy in Wayland, Massachu-
setts. Although Gene was originally employed in Massachu-
setts” “‘Silicon Valley,”” some years back he gave up the
high-tech world for the chance to make a living in his
workshop—and the gamble paid off. Gene has recently
expanded into a real shop from his basement, and together with
wife and business partner Lois, continues to prove that there’s
a growing market for hand-made furniture that has good design
and quality construction.

The chest shown is of eastern white pine, finished with a
warm nut-brown stain. However, it would also look fine in
cherry or walnut. You’ll want to start construction by
edge-gluing stock for the wide parts, which include the top and
bottom (A), the ends (B), the center divider (C), the shelves (D),
and the raised panels (V). If you are making the chest in pine,
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