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his classic Shaker Woodbox

I even has a drawer {c hold the

kindling, tinder and matches.

These days we use newspaper for tinder,

but who needs an unsightly stack on the

floor? The Woedbox was made by Gene

Cosloy of Wayland, Massachusetts,

after an original from the North Union,
Ohio, Shaker Community.

Dovetails are used throughout the
Woodbox to make it a lasting legacy of
your craftsmanship. You can cut them
by hand the way the Shakers did, or use
one of the dovetail jigs described in the
tool review on page 32.

Cosloy used Eastern white pine for
the woodbox. Make sure you use kiln-
dried lumber for the woodbox to keep
seasonal shrinkage to a minimum. In the
dry environment near a woedstove or
fireplace, even kiln-dried pine will
shrink as much as 3/32 in. over a 10 in.
wide board.

When these woodboxes were first
made, wide pine boards were fairly easy
to come by. But unless you have access
to 16'/2 in. wide boards, you’ll have 1o
edge-glue several smaller boards to get
the required widths for the sides (A) and
front (E). When edge-gluing 3/s in. wide
pine boards, it helps to use some system
to keep them flush with each other. You
can use sturdy waxed blocks clamped
top and bottom across the glue-up. Or
you can use dowels or splines to index
the boards together during the glue-up.
The dowels or splines don’t add strength
to the joint, but they do make it easier to
line everything up.

With wide steck on hand, cut all the
case parts to the dimensions shown in
the Bill of Materials, but put the drawer
and back stock off to one side. You'll cut
that 10 size after completing the case.
Drawers are always made to the actual
case so you can take any size variations
into account.

Establish the dadoes and rabbets in
the sides and front next. Use a dado head
set for a 34 in. wide by 3/8 in. deep cut for

the dadoes in the sides. Use the same
setting to cut the rabbets in the sides for
the back boards (F and G). With the
dado head still mounted, aiso cut the /4
in. wide by '/4 in. deep rabbet on the
sides and bettom of the front, as well as
the 3/4 in. wide by !/2 in. deep rabbet in
the bottom (C) for the back,

Lay out the curved profiles on both
sides and cut them with a handheld
Jigsaw or a band saw. Nole thal there’s a
/4 in. notch at the top of the curve. If you
want, you can cut to that notch with a
table saw, and only cut the actual curve
with a jigsaw. Finish up the jog at the
notch with a handsaw. That way you get
a smoother cut and will have less

cleaning up to do. Also cut the notches
as shown in the shelf (D).

Next, lay out the through-dovetails
that join the sides to the bottom. Scribe
the 3/4 in. depth of the tails and pins onto
both the sides and bottom. When scrib-
ing the depth for tails and pins, set the
scriber a bit over the actual width. That
way the dovetailed pieces will stand just
a bit proud. You’'ll sand them flush after
complelting the case.

Use a dovetail saw to establish the
tails on the sides. Then cut along the
depth lines with a chisel or coping saw.
Scribe the completed tails onto the end
grain of the bottom. Use a square to
carry those lines from the end grain to












