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In this plan you'll find:

e Step-by-step construction
instruction.

Keepsake Jewelry Box

GIFT SHOP

® A complete bill of material
CO e e 0 a e a S dovetall bis. IF you've always wanted o
dovetall fixtare, bt could never find a
good enough excuse 10 buy one, then
consider this. Make one of these keep-
sake jewelry boxes for that special
person in yoar life. and there won't be
amy complaining that you spent Junior’s

lunch money for the dovetail fixture,
Although Damaskes” original jewelry

® Construction drawings and
related photos.

box design looked fine, we opied for
weveral changes that are noleworthy.
Firss, we added a music box movement,
There's something magical about music
boxes, and we've long had one on our
project wish list. Bat most of the music
boxes we looked a were just baves for
howsing @ movement. We wanted our
music box to alw serve o practical
purpose, s this jewelry bax does.

The changes b the b also included
our employing some unigque and imer-
esting hardware. With the addition of the
music box movement. we found it
mecessary 1o replace the swing-arm lid
siny that the box originally came wilh,
The solid brass lid stay we selecied is o
simple and elegant device that has the
added benefit of ot interfering with the
ring tray inside the box. The lid stay is
new from Loy and Faye Brusso, a
small midwestern handware company
that specializes in top-quality jewelry
box hardware. 11°s the perfect solution 1o
those situstions where a 1l siay i

® Tips to help you complete the

project and become a better
woodworker.

caitdobe \gf TO download these plans, ey
Reader 4 you will need Adobe Reader b

rel himges that Damaskos uses o mount
the fid, IT you have never wried these
unique Tittle hinges, they're an efficient,
casy-lo-mount allernative 10 standared
martise-type hinges. You jist deill a pair
af matching hales for the 1wo halves of
the hinge. The barrel hinges (which are
alio available in larger sizes for lorger
hen we first saw these linke  the concept even further. If you can  boxes) have the added bonus of being

installed on your computer. If you want to get
a free copy, visit: http://adobe.com/reader. o5

Having trouble downloading the plans?

Right click on the download link and select
“Save Target As...” or “Save Link As...”
(depending on the web browser you are
using) to download to your local drive.
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Jewelry baxes, by Portland.

Owegon,  woodworker Gary
Damaskos, we liked the simple, clever
design. Damaskos had taken the tradi-
tional half-blind dovetail joim wsed in
drawermaking, and employed it to make
u smuall jewelry bos. 17 the ability 1o
make a box is the foundation of most
every cancase comtbruction in wood-
working, then this jewelry bos carries
NomemberTacember 1991

make & drower, then you can make this
box. and conversely, if you can make
this box, then you can make not only
drawers but chests, cases and cabinets.
As ilustrated, the half-blind dovetail
joinery cam be made with any standard
Y2 in, dovetail fiature (Sears, Black &
Decker, eic) or with amy adjustable
dovetail Mixture, such os the Leigh jig.
You'll also meed o router and a '/ in,

votally concealed when the box is closed,
As with all projects, we recommend
that you have all the specified hard-
ware—and the music box movemeit—
on hand before starting construciion,
Oydering information for the mavement
amd hardware is listed in the Bill of

Materials.
The bon sidies (A) and ends (B are cot
from 3 in. thick by 3's i wide stock,
3
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Music box movement adds a special touch

hen we first saw these little
jewelry boxes, by Portland,
Oregon, woodworker Gary

Damaskos, we liked the simple, clever
design. Damaskos had taken the tradi-
tional half-blind dovetail joint used in
drawermaking, and employed it to make
a small jewelry box. If the ability to
make a box is the foundation of most
every carcase construction in wood-
working, then this jewelry box carries
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the concept even further. If you can
make a drawer, then you can make this
box, and conversely, if you can make
this box, then you can make not only
drawers but chests, cases and cabinets.
As illustrated, the half-blind dovetail
joinery can be made with any standard
l/2 in. dovetail fixture (Sears, Black &
Decker, etc.) or with any adjustable
dovetail fixture, such as the Leigh jig.
You'll also need a router and a '/2 in.

dovetail bit. If you've always wanted a
dovetail fixture, but could never find a
good enough excuse to buy one, then
consider this. Make one of these keep-
sake jewelry boxes for that special
person in your life, and there won't be
any complaining that you spent Junior’s
lunch money for the dovetail fixture.
Although Damaskos’ original jewelry
box design looked fine, we opted for
several changes that are noteworthy.
First, we added a music box movement.
There’s something magical about music
boxes, and we’ve long had one on our
project wish list. But most of the music
boxes we looked at were just boxes for
housing a movement. We wanted our
music box to also serve a practical
purpose, as this jewelry box does.

The lid stay also
nicely complements the solid brass bar-
rel hinges that Damaskos uses to mount
the lid. If you have never tried these
unique little hinges, they're an efficient,
easy-to-mount alternative to standard
mortise-type hinges. You just drill a pair
of matching holes for the two halves of
the hinge. The barrel hinges (which are
also available in larger sizes for larger
boxes) have the added bonus of being
totally concealed when the box is closed.

As with all projects, we recommend
that you have all the specified hard-
ware—and the music box movement—
on hand before starting construction.

The box sides (A) and ends (B) are cut
from 3/s in. thick by 3!/2 in. wide stock.

© 2010 Woodworker’s Journal 53



g | A4 Vviereven

- T
I
B R - /2 S . i)
- T )
e ¢ %
' F Meassns ] /! oviveer | g
0 AN L& i
| I | ! Ao _
i ey A Z% ]
e —————— . a8

54 © 2010 Woodworker’s Journal The Woodworker's Journal



The boxes in the photo are bird’s-eye
maple or padauk with walnut, but almost
any combination of attractive hard-
woods can be used. Note that the 3'/2 in.
width dimension includes an allowance
of /16 in. for waste when the lid is cut
from the box and the parts are sanded,
but you may want to also allow a little
extra for sanding on the top and bottom
edges. Cut the sides and ends to length,
then follow the instructions for cutting
half-blind dovetails that come with your
jig.

Next up is cutting the grooves for the
top panel (C) and the bottom (D). The
dado head (set for a '/4 in. wide by '/4 in.
deep cut) and table saw, or the router
table (equipped with a '/4 in. diameter
straight cutter) can be used for this
operation. Note that the location of the
grooves with respect to the dovetails
enables you to make the cuts along the
entire length of the sides and ends,
without the grooves showing once the
box is assembled.

Before assembling the box, you'll
want to cut the slot and recess in the
right end for the actuator shaft and
button. Establish the button recess first.
Measure 1'/4 in. up from the bottom
edge, and 27/s in. from either the front or
back, then use the drill press and a 3/s in.
diameter Forstner bit to establish one
end of the 36 in. deep recess. Make a
second cut '/4 in. from the first, then
clean up the little remaining stock with a
sharp chisel. To cut the shaft slot, use the
same center point measurements to drill
a pair of '/a in. diameter holes, and again
clean up the remaining stock to produce
a straight-sided slot.

Cut the top panel and the bottom to
the dimensions listed in the Bill of
Materials. Note that the '/4 in. wide by
!/+in. deep rabbet around the top panel is
sized to leave a !/i6 in. reveal all around
the panel once assembled. Now assem-
ble the sides and ends around the top and
bottom. Use glue at the dovetails and on
the bottom, but not on the top panel.
Later, after the box is out of clamps and
the lid has been separated, you’ll anchor
the top panel with a pair of pins.

As shown in the elevation, we've
allowed about /16 in. for the band saw
blade kerf and sanding when the lid is
separated from the box. If you use the
table saw instead of the band saw to
separate the lid, use a thin kerf blade,
and be sure to employ shims and tape to
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hold the box together and the kerf open
for the final cut. Depending on the
method of sawing, and the kerf width of
the blade used to separate the lid from
the box, your actual final lid depth will
vary from about 34 in. to 7/s in. Once the
lid is separated, you can apply the !/8 in.
chamfer where the lid and box meet, and
at the top and bottom edges.

Next, cut the long and short partitions
(E, F), the cleat (G) and the tray (H). The
partitions are a simple half-lap construc-

Bill of Materials
(all dimensions actual)
No.
Part  Description Size Req'd.
A Side Sax 82 x 111a* 2
B End S x312x6* 2
C Top Panel T2 x 518 X 11 1
D Bottom a %58 x 11 1
E Long Partition Vax 156 x 7% 1
F  Short Partition Yax 15hex 4% 2
G Cleat Tfa % 38 x 434 1
H Tray sx 4% x 6% 1
| Felt 10 x 16 1
J  Plexiglas Vex2ex 4% 1
K  Movement** 36 note 1
L Barrel Hinge*** 10 mm diameter 2
M  Lid Stay**** ax 12 x 27fg 1
N  Foot As shown 4
* Width dimension of sides and ends are
before lid is separated from box.

tion. If you add a felt liner (I) to the box,
you'll need to shave just a hair off the
partition width to allow for the liner
thickness. A /s in. by !/s in. rabbet in the
cleat and one of the short partitions
serves to support the Plexiglas move-
ment cover (J). The /s in. thick Plexiglas
is available at hobby centers or at any
glass shop. It's important since it adds to
the sound quality by creating a resonant
chamber, while keeping dust away from
the delicate movement.

The tray (which is perfect for holding
rings or earrings) is just a board with a
series of 13/s in, diameter by 3/s in. deep
holes drilled with a Forstner bit. Space
the holes about !/s in. apart. The size
listed for the felt in the Bill of Materials
includes enough extra felt to also yield
13/ in. diameter disks to line the ring
tray holes.

Next up is mounting the barrel hinges
(L) and lid stay (M). You’ll need a 10
mm diameter drill bit to drill for the
hinges, but if you don’t own a set of
metric bits, a single 10 mm bit is
available from the hinge supplier. The
hinge barrels aren’t glued in place.
Instead, a small screw is tightened to
lock each hinge barrel securely in its
hole. This makes removal easy, should
that ever be necessary.

For the lid stay, cut a '/+ in. wide by !/2
in. deep slot into the box end. The slot is
27/8 in. long and starts /2 in. from the
back of the box. The /4 in. diameter hole
for the sliding arm pin is located 1 in. on
center from the back edge of the lid. The
body of the stay is screwed in place and
a dab of epoxy is used to secure the pin
in the hole. While you are drilling the
pin hole, also drill for the pair of brass
pins that anchor the top panel. The key
here is to make certain that an even !/i6
in. reveal is maintained all around the
top panel.

All that’s left is to apply a finish, add
the feet (N) and mount the movement
(K). For a finish, we recommend either a
tung oil finish topped with beeswax, or
lacquer. When mounting the movement,
take care to locate it properly so the
actuator button and the slide arm to
which it is attached effectively turn the
movement on and off.
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Thank you for purchasing this Woodworker’s Journal Classic Project plan.

Woodworker’s Journal Classic Projects are scans of much-loved woodworking plans from our
library of back issues. Please note that specific products and sources cited in a plan when it
originally appeared may no longer be available.

If you experience any problems with this plan, please contact: info@woodworkersjournal.com
or

Attn: Classic Projects

Woodworker’s Journal

4365 Willow Drive
Medina, MN 55340

Thank you again for your purchase, and happy woodworking!

Mait Becker
Internet Production Coordinator
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