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sk woodworkers what their first
A serious project was, and many

will tell you that it was a table.
It’s not that tables are particularly inspir-
ing. It’s just that as projects go, they
offer a lot of bang for the buck.

This classic oval double drop-leaf
cherry dining table, by Massachusetts
furniture maker Gene Cosloy, is an
impressive piece. Its size notwithstand-
ing, the table is a fairly easy build.
We’ve included simple how-to instruc-
tions for laying out the oval top (see
Making The Oval, page 5 ),

Start by preparing your stock. You’'ll
need /4 in thick material for the top (A),
drop leaves (B) and aprons (F, G), 13/4
in. square stock for the legs (C), and 1'/s

Cherry Drop-leaf

in. Ihlck stock for the stretchers (D, E}
The leaf supports (H) and cleats (I) can
be cut from /4 in. thick stock.

You’ll need to glue up several pieces
of narrower stock to yield the 25'/4 in.
wide top. You may be tempted to use
single boards for the two leaves, but
they’ll be less likely to cup if they are
glued up from two narrower pieces. Cut
the top and leaves to the sizes listed in
the Bill of Materials, but don’t lay out
and cut the oval shape now. That’s not
done until after the rule joint has been
cut. Although you can use anything from
the table saw molding head to a pair of
old hand planes to make the rule joint,
the easiest method is with a matched pair
of ball-bearing guided router bits. Note
that the cove in the leaves is cut with the
bottom side of the leaves facing up.
Make your initial cove and roundover

cuts with the bits set a little shy of the
final !/s in. shoulder depth. Then reset
the bit depth to yield the !/s in. shoulder
and make a final pass. This last light cut
will clean up any burn marks or rough-
ness from the first cut.

Round the bottom edge of the roun-
dover slightly, as shown in the Rule
Joint Detail, then mortise for the solid
brass table hinges (J). To properly locate
the hinge mortises, the top and leaves
should be laid out upside down and
butted up tight on a flat surface. Note
how the hinge mortise is positioned so
the knuckle pivot point is just a hair to
the drop leaf side of the roundover
shoulder. This allowance is critical,
since it prevents the rule joint from
binding as the leaves are raised or
lowered. Mount the hinges and test the
leaf action.














